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Spec ia l i s ts  i n :     ENGINEERING SUPPLIES, REPAIRS & FABRICATION  ~  MINI BUS & CAR HIRE  ~  GENERAL HIRE 

PARTY & MARQUEE HIRE  ~  CONCRETE CUTTING  ~  TRENCHING  ~  WATER PUMP SALES & SERVICE  
EXHAUST & RADIATOR REPAIRS  ~  LAW NMOW ER  &  CHA I NSA W S ERVI CI NG   ~   A I R CO NDIT IO NI NG  

Loca l  Agen ts  fo r :  
HYDRAULINK 24 HR FAST FIX  ~  HUSQVARNA  ~  SAECOWilson BEARINGS  ~  MARSHALL BATTERIES  

 ROBIN, BRIGGS & STRATTON   ~  HONDA POWER PRODUCTS  ~  PROTECTIVE PAINTS 
DAB &  DAVEY  PUMPS  ~  FIRE EXTINGUISHERS  ~  AEGIS VIRGIN OILS 

 
 
                                                         

           APRIL       

            2015 
To Our Valued Customers, 
I  hope you had a very enjoyable Easter  weekend with fami ly and fr iends, and had an 
opportunity  to re f lect  on the sign if icance of  the celebrat ion.  
I ,  l ike most K iwis,  became immersed in the cr icket Wor ld Cup and the enthral l ing games our 
Black Caps prov ided.  Although the f inal was a let -down, the semi against South Afr ica made 
up for i t  – the excitement and tension was awesome.  
 
I  see the government is cutt ing in half  the number of  d istr ict  court  bai l i f fs in NZ.  That ’s  bad 
enough but the statement that the reduct ion won’t  af fect  the service provided def ies rat ional  
thought.   I t  makes as much sense as Sandra Venable s, Whakatane pol ice Chief  back in  2013 
taking our Senior Sargent away and stat ing we should receive better  pol ic ing  as a  resu lt .   
A great  b ig  Tui ’s  “Yeah Right ! ”  to both  of  them.  I t  is  interest ing that on one hand they are 
taking away the very people who assis t  in t rack ing those who have broken mora l and civ i l  law 
and yet are increasing by 90 the number of  enforcement of f icers who wi l l  be cal l ing on 
businesses, farmers and orchard ists to make sure they are complying with the eve r increasing 
number of  compl iance regulat ions.  The d isturbing part  of  th is is the size of  the f ines now able  
to be charged for  fa i lu re to comply.   I t ’s l ike  the government sees i t  is much easier to extract  
money out of  those i t  has easy access to than to assis t  those who have been blatant ly r ipped 
of f  by the unscrupulous.  
Another example of  th is was when they changed road user charges from loads actual ly carr ied 
to what the maximum weight  the vehicle cou ld carry.   When I  rang NZTA to vo ice my concern I  
was eventual ly to ld  i t  was because people were r ipping the system off  by not pay ing for the 
correct  weight carr ied.  When I  asked i f  the major i ty of  people were paying correct ly he agreed, 
so I  asked why make the major i ty  pay more because a minori ty isn’ t .   He repl ied, “ I  guess 
that ’s one way of  looking at  i t  and you are ent i t led to your opin ion. ”  I  see th is as another 
classic  case of  the government taking the l ine of  least res istance to incr ease i ts tax take.  
I  have heard i t  sa id that we have accepted certa in changes in NZ that in other countr ies could 
only have been enforced by a  dic tatorship.   Whi le be ing a Nat ional  supporter ,  I  don ’t  agree wi th 
al l  they do.  
 

Humility is a virtue.  Timidity is a disease.  



What a rol ler coaster r ide our da iry industry is exper ienc ing at  present.   I t  shows how 
vulnerab le we a l l  are to th is rapid ly changing wor ld.   A l l  i t  takes is some nutter  with a grudge, 
f ru i t  f ly,  foot & mouth, PSA or a s lump in wor ld pr i ces and the change can be quick and drast ic .   
L iv ing in the south Pacif ic isolates us f rom many problems b ut  not a l l  – but I  st i l l  reckon i t ’s the 
best p lace in the wor ld  to l ive.   I t  would seem Aussies th ink so to ,  as the t ide has now turned 
with more coming here than kiwis going over there.  
 

The hardest years in life are those between 10 and 70.  
 

Husqvarna Chainsaw Promotion  

I  guess I  should get on to the subject  of  what ’s happening at  Lowes Hire 
& Engineer ing.  I f  you check out the front page of th is week’s Opot ik i  
News you wi l l  see some great specials and add -ons to the range of 
chainsaws that star ted Apri l  1 s t .   
For those who are st i l l  wrest l ing with the ir o ld push mower or r ide -on 
mower,  we have a l imited number of  them avai lab le at  some sharp pre A pri l  
pr ices.  I t  means you wi l l  beat  the pr ice increase which came in on Apri l  1 s t .  
 

LPG Refilling and BOC Gas 

We have been Opot ik i ’s  BOC agent  for over 20 years supply ing oxygen, 
acetylene, he l ium, Argoshield etc to eng ineers,  farmers,  hote ls,  doctor su rger ies 
and clubs.  LPG has been another addit ion with Swap’n’Go 9kg cyl inders 12 
months ago.  Then in the last  few months we have been able to ref i l l  f rom our bulk 
LPG tanks.  You could say we are the complete gas bag!  Whi le on the subject  of  
gas we recent ly increased our range of fo i l  and specia l i ty bal loons.   Fi l led wi th 
hel ium, these last  for ages, and can even be ref i l led  for use again.   
 

Remember: 
  We have a great range of Mobi l i ty Scoters avai lable  as wel l  as battery powered Golf  

Trundlers.  
  Marquees 9m by up to 21m long inc luding s i lk  l in ings – and a l l  the accessories to go 

with i t .  
  Enviro Tab d iesel fuel c leaning system  
  Stump Grind ing  
  Walter f i l te rs  and UV Steri l isers  
  Water Pumps & pressure tanks  
  Safety Boots -Sl ip on –  Lace up – High leg.  
  Safety Glasses –  Lots of  sty les and priced from just  $8.50  
  Safety Helmets,  V isors and Earmuf f  combos f rom $89.00  
  Now ava i lab le good qual i ty Knee Pads  for those who pray a lot ! ! !  From $22.50  
  Tra i ler Hub and Stub sets predri l led or b lank also spring sets 1 and  1.5 tonne.  

 
Looking forward to the 100 year commemorat ion of  ANZAC day that Shona Browne and the 
team have been work ing on.  Top marks to Cait l in Papuni -McLel lan on winn ing the f ina l of  the 
RSA Cyr i l  Bassett  VC speech compet i t ion and wi l l  be present ing i t  at  Gal l ipol i .   Your parents 
must be very proud of  you as we a l l  are.   What a great ambassador we wi l l  have to  represent 
us on the other side of  the wor ld.  
 
Thought For The Month:  

Greater  love has no man than th is,  that a man lay down his  l i fe for h is f r ie nds – John 15:13 
We wi l l  remember them.  
 
Have a great month.   Al l  the best f rom your f r iend ly team at  

Lowes Hire and Engineering – “so much more than just a hire centre .. .” 


